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Models? 

Depending on the context, models can refer to very different things. 

 

In MicroStation, the term “model” 

is used to describe a drawing 

within the DGN file.  The drawing 

model will contain graphical 

elements to be viewed and 

printed.  MicroStation drawing 

models are completely 

independent of each other.  

 

In MX, the term “model” is used to 

describe a place where data is 

stored.  

The MX modelfile is a database 

which contains one or more 

models.   

MX models only contain strings 

with points.  These strings can be 

drawn to represent features. 

 

 

OpenRoads is Bentley’s new  civil 

design software which is accessed 

through MX.  OpenRoads uses a 

special type of MicroStation 

drawing model which acts more 

like a viewport than a unique 

drawing.  A drawing created for  

OpenRoads will include three 

models; The Default, Default-3D 

and the MX models. 

 
The MX drawing model is reserved for displaying data contained within the MX modelfile.   

The Default-3D drawing model displays OpenRoads features in three dimensions.  The 

Default drawing model displays OpenRoads features in two dimensions.  The OpenRoads MX 

model is reference attached to the OpenRoads Default-3D model .  The OpenRoads Default-

3D model is reference attached to the Default model. 


